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قاموس مصطلحات الكتاب المقدس
 

الأخوة الأفاضل 

نرجو من مَن عنده علم بهذه المصطلحات ان يأتنا بها على نفس هذا المثبت لنساعد اخواننا القائمين بالترجمة والمناظرين فى اماكن اخرى باللغة الأنجليزية

وابدأ بحول الله 

Gospel : انجيل 
The holy Spirit:الروح القدس
Logos : الأله ابو شخصيتين ( لاهوتى وناسوتى )
Chapter :اصحاح 
Trinity = الثالوث 
Diviine nature = طبيعة لا هوتية
carnal / human nature = 'طبيعة ناسوتية
ِAtonement = الفداء او الكفارة 
Salvation :الخلاص 
Incarnation Divine : التجسد الألهى 
Crucifixion :الصلب 
evangelism : التبشير 
circumcission : الختان 
covenant :العهـد
Divine : لاهوت 
Carnal : ناسوت
Apocryphe : الأبوكريفا
monolistic:من ماده واحدة
pastorals : توجيهات كنسية 
Atheism:الحاد
Fabrication/falsfication : تزييف وتحريف 
Divine Authority :السلطة الألهية
Nicaes: مجمع نيقية

The Myth of God Indcarnate: اسطورة تجسد الاله

........الخ 

هلموا الى تجميع المفردات و اكمال القاموس



:zz:
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مشاركة: قاموس مصطلحات الكتاب المقدس
 

جزاك الله خيرا ,, 

الموضوع جيه فى وقته لان اغلب مناظراتى عملتها فى غرف برنامج الياهو ولله الحمد "بيهربوا"

"NEw testment" العهد الجديد

"old testment" العهد القديم

"jesus" المدعو يسوع

"God sprit " ملهم من الاله 

"God " اله

"Son Of God " ابن الاله

بالنسبه لكتبت الانجيل "luke" معروف "لوقا"

"john " يوحنا

يوجد ترجمه كتبت الاناجيل فى نسخه"كتاب الحياه" المترجمه

اى غلط ارجو تنبيهى وشكرا,,,
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مشاركة: قاموس مصطلحات الكتاب المقدس
 

تكمله,,,

"Holy Gost " الروح القدس 

"Holy Bible" الانجيل

"Holy sprit " او "Holy insprit " ملهم من الروح القدس

"Father God " الاب

"3person " تعنى ثلاث اشخاص ويستدلون بها على ان الثالوث ليس اله بل "اشخاص"فى واحد!!!!!


	

مشاركة: قاموس مصطلحات الكتاب المقدس
 

أود أن ألفت الانتباه إلى بعض الأخطاء التي وردت في ترجمة المصطلحات ... 

Holy Bible تعني الكتاب المقدس و لا تعني الإنجيل ... لأن كلمة Bible تعني كتاب منقولة عن اليونانية .. 
أما الإنجيل فهي Gospel 
فنقول: إنجيل مرقس Gospel of Mark
إنجيل لوقا Gospel of Luke
إنجيل متى Gospel of Mathew
إنجيل يوحنا Gospel of John

السفر في العربية تكتب بالانكليزية book
فنقول: سفر اشعياء Book of Isaiah
سفر الرؤية Book of Revelation

و هكذا 

أما كلمة Son of God فلا تعني ابن الإله بل تعني ابن الله ... تعالى عما يقولون
و يقولون : God the Father تعني الله الآب .. God the Son الله الابن .. God the Holy Ghost الله الروح القدس
و يقولون: three persons in One God أي ثلاثة أقانيم في إله واحد

يقولون : God Spirit أي روح الله ..

و سنوافيكم بالمزيد إن شاء الله
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مشاركة: قاموس مصطلحات الكتاب المقدس
 

جميع أسماء الأسفار

اسفار الشريعة الخمسة المنسوبة لموسى =Pentateuch

1. تكوين = Genesis
2. لاويين = Leviticus
3. خروج = Exodus
4. عدد = Numbers
5. تثنية = Deuteronomy

• الاسفار التاريخية= Historical Books

6. يشوع = Joshua
7. القضاة = Judges
8. راعوث = Ruth
9. صموئيل الأول = 1 Samuel
10. صموئيل الثاني = 2 Samuel
11. الملوك الأول = 1 Kings
12. الملوك الثاني = 2 Kings
13. أخبار الايام الأول = 1 Chronicles
14. أخبار الايام الثاني = 2 Chronicles
15. عزرا = Ezra
16. نحميا = Nehemiah
17. أستير = Esther

• الأسفار الشعرية= Poetical Books

18. أيوب = Job
19. مزامير = Psalms
20. أمثال = Proverbs
21. الجامعة = Ecclesiastes
22. نشيد الانشاد = Song of Solomon

• كتب الانبياء = Prophetic Books

23. اشعيا = Isaiah
24. ارميا = Jeremiah
25. مراثي ارميا = Lamentations
26. حزقيال = Ezekiel
27. دانيال = Daniel
28. هوشع = Hosea
29. يوئيل = Joel
30. عاموس = Amos
31. عوبيديا = Obadiah
32. يونان = Jonah
33. ميخا = Micah
34. ناحوم = Nahum
35. حبقوق = Habakkuk
36. صفنيا = Zephaniah
37. حجي = Haggai
38. زكريا = Zechariah
39. ملاخي = Malachi


العهد الجديـــد = New Testament

• البشارات الأربعة = The Four Gospels

40. متى = Gospel accordung to St. Matthew
41. مرقس = Gospel accordung to St. Mark
42. لوقا = Gospel accordung to St. Luke
43. يوحنا = Gospel accordung to St. John

44. سفر أعمال الرسل = Acts of the Apostles

• رسائل بولس = Epistles of St. Paul

45. رومية = Romans
46. كورنثوس الاولي = Corinthians 1
47. كورنثوس الثانية = Corinthians 2
48. غلاطية = Galatians
49. أفسس = Ephesians
50. فيليبي = Phil
51. كولوسي = Colossians
52. تسالونيكي الاولي = Thessalonians 1
53. تسالونيكي الثانية = Thessalonians 2
54. تيمثاوس الاولي = Timothy 1
55. تيمثاوس الثانية = Timothy 2
56. تيتس = Titus
57. فيليمون = Philemon
58. عبرانيين = Hebrews

• رسائل التلاميذ = Catholic Epistles

59. يعقوب = James
60. بطرس الاولي = Peter 1
61. بطرس الثانية = Peter 2
62. يوحنا الاولي = John 1
63. يوحنا الثانية = John 2
64. يوحنا الثالثة = John 2
65. يهوذا = Jude

66. رؤيا يوحنا = Revelation


	نسيبة بنت كعب
	11/12/05 03 :23 03:23:56 PM



	

Jesus Companion :رفيقة يسوع 
Fornication : الزنـا 
Bogey : البـعبع ( ههههه) كتابهم فيه بعبع 
Begotten : المُنجَب 
Miracle: معجزة 
Prophecy : بشارة

Sons of God : ابناء الأله ( الله ) 
ح ابقى اجيب لكم هذا الفصل 
من كتاب تابوت يهوه البعبع 

فصل رائع للفرق بين التابوت فى النصرانية والتابوت عندنا فى الأسلام
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مشاركة: قاموس مصطلحات الكتاب المقدس
 

بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم 

أسماء بعض الترجمات واختصاراتها

ASV=American Standard Version
AMP=Amplified Bible
BBE=Bible in Basic English
CEV=Contemporary English Version
DRB=Douay-Rheims Bible
ESV=English Standard Version
GNB=Good News Translation
GW=GOD'S WORD
ISV=International Standard Version
JPS=Jewish Publication Society Old Testament
KJV=King James Version
LITV=Literal Translation of the Holy Bible
MKJV=Modern King James Version
NASB=New American Standard Bible Study Set
ALT=Analytical-Literal Translation
SVD=Arabic Smith & Van Dyke Bible

نضيف للتجميع : 

IGENT = Interlinear Greek, English new testament
Revised standard version = RSV
NRSV = New revised standard version
KJV = King James version 
New King James version = NKJV
New English Bible = NEB
Phillips Modern version = PME
NIV = New International Version 
Jeusalem Bible = JB
TEV = Today's English Version
NASB = New American Standard Bible
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أناشيد سليمان  : Canticles
التخلى عن هرطقة  : Abjuration

مطلق: ِabsolute

حل الخطايا (بعد التوبة و الاعتراف)
Absolution

’هوٌة ,الهاوية (في العهد القديم مقرالارواح الراحلة,وفى العهد الجديد مقر إبليس)
Abyss

انطباق الوحى على شخصية حامله
Accommodation

بدعة المتبنٌية(القول بأن يسوع مجرد إنسان تبناه الله في المعمودية)
Adoptionism

مجيء المسيح
Advent

المجيئيون: طائفه تنٌبر على المجيء الثاني للمسيح
Adventists

الشفيع : تسمية تطلق على الروح القدس
Advocate

اللا مكتوبه : أقوال المسيح غير المدونة في الإنجيل
Agrapha

تشبيه رمزي لحقائق دينيه
Allegory

مجموعة قبائل أو أسباط
Amphictyony

القائلون بإعادة العماد
Anabaptists

لعنة كنسية رسمية , اناثيما
Anathema

ناسك معتزل
Anchorite

الانجليكانيه :الكنيسة الوطنية في إنكلترا وكنائس شفى شركة معها
Anglicanism

الانجليكانية الكاثوليكية :الفئة الطقسيه في الانجليكانيه
Anglo-Catholicism

مذهب حيوية المادة : حضور الأرواح في الموجودات
Animism

القول بملاشاة نفوس الأشرار بعد الموت
Annihilationism

تشبيه الله بصفات البشر : التأنيسيه
Anthropomorphism

المسيح الدجال
Anti-Christ, The

أبو كريفا : الأسفار الإثنى عشر غير القانونية لم يعترف بها اليهود ولا الإنجيليون , وتقر بها الكنيسة الكاثوليكية
Apocrypha

الابولينارية : عقيدة مستنكرة تدعى بأن "الكلمة" حل مكان طبيعة يسوع البشرية وبالتالي أنه ليس إنسانا كاملاً
Apollinarianism

اللاهوت الدفاعي
Apologetics

الخلافة الرسولية : القول بأن الأسقف ينقل النعمة الكهنوتية بواسطة الرسامة في سلسلة ترجع إلى الرسل
Apostolic Succession

اكتساب : الحصول على الخلاص
Appropriation

الآريوسية : الزعم بأن الابن غير مساوي للأب
Arianism

الأرمينية : القول بأن للإنسان حرية اختيار مصيره الأبدي
Arminianism

الصعود
Ascension

انتقال العذراء
Assumption of Mary

تجديد عمادي : الاعتقاد بأن الإنسان يولد ثانيةً في العماد(تيطس 3:5)
Baptismal Regeneration

عبادة الكتاب المقدس
Bibliolatry

القول بأقنومين (الأب والابن)
Binitarianism

المخطوطة البحرية (مخطوطة قبطية للعهد الجديد)
Bohairic

برآة : نشرة باباوية رسمية
Bull (Papal)

إعلان قداسة
Canonization

أناشيد سليمان
Canticles
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مرشح للعماد(يتعلم قواعد الدين)
Catechumen

الرسائل العامة : يعقوب , بطرس , يوحنا , يهوذا
Catholic Espistles(General Espistles )

جثلق , جثليق : متقدم الأساقفة
Catholicos

إقامة القداس
Celebration of Mass

ناسك
Cenobites

تأديبات كنيسية
Censures(Ecclesiastical)

كأس القربان
Chalice

الحركة الخمسينية ما بين الطوائف
Charismatic Movement

الميرون, الزيت المقدس
Chrism

التنصير : تحويل شعب أو قبيلة الى النصرانية
Christianization

الاكليروسية : نفوذ رجال الدين فى الدولة بَغية السيطرة
Clericalism

إبتهال فى كتاب الصلاة
Collect

الوصية العظمى (مر 31,30:12)
Commandment

المأمورية العظمى (متى19:28)
Commission

متناول , مشترك فى العشاء الرباني
Communicant

فهرس الكتاب المقدس
Concordance

إتفاقية (بين البابا ودولة ما)
Concordat

التطبيقية : تفسير أيام الخلق بحقبات ست
concordism

الخلود المشروط ( أى أن الخلود للمخلصين فقط)
Conditional Immortality

كرسى الاعتراف
Confessional

الكنائس الاستقلالية
Congregationalism

شريكة في الفداء (لفظة يطلقها البعض على مريم)
Co-redemptrix

الشخصية الجامعة (1 كو22:15)
Corporate Personality

undefined(1) undefinedالقول بخلق نفس جديدة لكل مولود

undefined(2) undefinedالإلحاح الحرفي على الخلق مع رفض النشوء
Creationism

شماسة (رو1:16) خادمة الكنيسة
Deaconess

مخطوطات البحر الميت
Dead Sea Scrolls

الوصايا العشرة
Decalogue

مذهب التألية الطبيعى : إله لا شخصي بطاقة وبلا ألوهية
Deism

خالق ثانوى من الله( خلق المادة فقط)
Demiurge

جحود بطرس
Denial (Peter's)

النزول الى الهاوية : نزول المسيح الى مقر الأموات (1بط 19:3)
Descend into Hades

رباعية طايطانوس : صوغ الأناجيل الأربعة فى كتاباً واحداً
]] Diatessaron

أسقفيات : مناطق أسقفية
Dioceses

الإنفصال عن الاكنيسة الوطنية
Dissent

الدوستية : الزعم بأن ناسوت المسيح كان وهماً
Docetism

النظرية الوثيقية ( الخاصة بالاسفار الخمسة الأولى من التوراة لردها الي وثائقها الأصلية المفترضة )
********ary Hypothesis

تعيين سابق مزدوج : القول بأن الله عين البعض للخلاص وآخرين للهلاك
Double Predestination

عيد الفصح
Easter

الابيونيون : فئة مسيحية قبلت يسوع كالمسيح مع انكار ألوهيته
Ebionites


	نسيبة بنت كعب
	26/10/07 09 :08 09:08:25 PM



	

تنصيب الأسقف
Enthronement

الغطاس, عيد الظهور
Epiphany

مساواة فى الجوهر (الآب والابن والروح )
Equality in essence

الولادة الأزلية(من مزايا الابن 22:8-23)
Eternal Generation

سرمدية
Eternity (as divine attribute)

الانجيلية : المذهب الانجيلى المحافظ
Evangelicalism

بشير(متى , مرقس , لوقا , يوحنا )
Evangelist (writer)

بمقتضى السلطة الباباوية
Ex Cathedra

الإقتدائية: نظرية التأثير الاخلاقى لكفارة المسيح كمثال التضحية بالذات
Exemplarism

تعزيم :طرد الادواح النجسة (1ع13:19)
Exorcism

حوض العماد
Font

نقض الصيغ الأدبية( فى العهدين)
Form-Criticism

مستقبلى :القول بأن رموز سفر الرؤيا تشير عموماً إلى المستقبل
Futurist

التكلم بالالسنة ( أع 1:2-13)
Glossolalia

الاهوت , الألوهية كوحدة كاملة
Godhead

الجمعة العظيمة وجمعة الصلب
Good Friday

تاريخ الخلاص : عبارة المانية تدل على مرمى التاريخ الى الخلاص
Heilsgeschichte

الأسفار الستة (تكوين الى يشوع)
Hexateuch

رئيس كهنة
Hierarchy

متوصلى : القول بأن رموز سفر الؤيا تشير الى حوادث لم تزل جارية
Historicist ( continuous Historical)

الأبرياء القديسون: لقب لأطفال بيت لحم الذين قتلوا بأمر هيرودس (متى 16:2-18)
Holy Innocents

المحكمة الباباوية
Holy office

سر الرسامة الكهنو تية
Holy orders

اسبوع اللآلام
Holy Week

شبيه بالآب ومن جوهر آخر (صفة الابن حسب الاريوسية المعتدلة)
Homolos

من ذات الجوهر , ذو جوهر واحد (صفة الابن)
Homoousios

فن ترنيم الأناشيد الروحية
Hymnody

أقنوم
Hypostasis

الإتحاد الأقنومى : إتحاد طبيعتى المسيح الإلهى والإنسانى فى شخص واحد
Hypostatic Union

دمج الذات
Identification

حلول إلهى
Immanence

مزامير الشتم (وفيها دعاء على الاشرار مز 58, 68, 109, 137)
Imprecatory Psalms

التجسد
Incarnation

نكاح المحارم(1كور1:5),سفاح القربى
Incest

صكوك غفران
Indulgences

دونية (الإبن للآب)
Inferiorism

الوحى الكلى
Inspiration (plenary)

الوحى اللفظى
Inspiration (verbal)

التعالق بين الطوائف :الإشتراك المتبادل بالعشاء الرباني
Intercommunion

ما بين العهدين
Inter-testamental
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افراح مريم (بمناسبة بشارة العذراء والميلاد والغطاس)
Joys of Mary

مهودون :مسيحيون ناموسيون فرضوا التقاليد اليهوديه على اخوتهم الامميين
Judaizers

الناموسية
Legalism

الصوم الكبير :صوم الاربعين
Lent

البروستستانتنية العصرية
Liberal Protestantism

اليمبوس: مقر الأطفال الذين ىحرمون الجنة (حسب بعض الطوائف)
Limbo

الزهرة : لقب الشيطان (لو 58:10)
Lucifer

نشيد العذراء (لو46:1-55)
Magnificat

ناسوت
Manhood

قداس مرتل
Mass (sung)

صلاة الصبح
Matins

الملكيون :مسيحيون عرب يتبعون الطقس البيزنطى وينتمون الى الكنيسة الكاثوليكية (الكواتلة)
Melchites or Melkites

الألفية :القول بملك المسيح الألفى على الأرض
Millennialism

الحكم الألفى (الأف سنة)( رؤ5:20)
Millennium

توحيد الطبيعة : القول بطبيعة واجدة فى المسيح
Monophysitism

نذير(عدد2:6,أع18:18)
Nazarite

المهوب ,ومن ناحية الإنسان الشعور بحضور القدوس (مز9:111)
Numinous

نشيد سمعان :الآن تطلق (لو29:2-32)
Nuncio

قداس عرسي
Nuptial Mass

جوهر فى الثالوث
Ousia

البراقليط المعين :أى الروح القدس
Paraclete

المجىء الثاني
Parouisia

آلام المسيح
Passivity

الفصح :ذكرى الخروج من مصر
Passover

الأبانا :الصلاة الربانية
Paternoster

undefined(1) undefinedالآباء الأولون(ابراهيم,اسحاق,ويعقوب)

undefined(2) undefinedبطاركة
Patriarchate

القول بأن الآب تألم فى الابن
Patripassianism

مزامير التوبة(مز130,102,51,38,32,6)
Penitential Psalms

أسفار موسى الخمسة (التوراة)
Pentateuch

عيد العنصرة أو الخمسين : حلول الروح القدس على تلاميذ المسيح
Pentecost

بتولية دائمة, دوام البكارة
Perpetual Virginity

شيخ كنسي
Presbyter

سابقى :القول بأن رموز سفر الرؤيا قد تمت سابقاً
Preterist

رئيس أساقفة
Primate

إنبثاق الروح القدس
Procession of the Holy Spirit

دخلاء , متهودون : وثبيون انضموا الى اليهودية بالختان (متى 15:23)
Proselytes

أسفار منسوبة الى غير مؤلفيها الحقيقين
Pseudepigraphia

الخلاص :النجاة من الاثم والألم مع ضمان السعادة الابدية
Salvation

مجلس اليهود الأعلى
Sanhedrin


	نسيبة بنت كعب
	26/10/07 09 :09 09:09:19 PM



	

كرسى أسقفي
See

الجلوس عن يمين الآب
Session (at right hand)

علم الخلاص
Soteriology

تلموذ :مجموعة التعاليم والتقاليد اليهوديه للتلمذة
Talmud

والدة الإله:لقب العذراء عند بعض الطوائف
theotokos

التجلي
Transfiguration

الثالوثية :التنبير على الأقانيم الثلاثة
Trinitarianism

الثالوث
Trinity

الإتحاد مع بالمسيح
Union with the Christ

مذهب التوحيد المنكر للتثليث
Unitarianism

وحدانية الثالوث
Unity within the Trinity

القول بخلاص الجميع
Universalism

خبز فطير :عيد الفطير يبدأ يوم الفصح ويستمر اسبوع بدون أكل خمير(متى27:26)
Unleavened Bread

صلاة المساء
Vespers

أسفار الحكمة :أيوب ,المزامير ,الأمثال,الجامعة
Wisdom Literature

يهوه :إسم الرب فى النص العبري للتوراة

يهوي:مميز باستخدام كلمة يهوه = الرب
Yahweh
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((العهـــد القــديم )) Old Testament


سفر التكوين
Genesis (Gen)

سفر الخروج
Exodus (Exod)

سفر اللاويين
Leviticus (Lev)

سفر العدد
Numbers (Num)

سفر التثنية
Deuteronomy (Deut)

سفر يشوع
Joshua (Josh)

سفر القضاة
Judges (Judg)

سفر راعوث
Ruth

صموئيل الأول
I Samuel (I sam)

صموئيل الثاني
II Samuel (II sam)

ملوك الأول
I Kings (I Kgs)

ملوك الثاني
II kings (II Kgs)

أخبار الأيام 1
I Chronicles (I Chron)

أخبار الأيام 2
II Chronicles (II Chron)

سفر عزرا
Ezra

سفر نحميا
Nehemiah (Neh)

سفر استير
Esther

سفر أيوب
Job

سفر المزامير
Psalms (Ps)

سفر الأمثال
Proverbs (Prov)

سفر الجامعة
Ecclesiastes (Eccles)

نشيد الإنشاد
Song of Solomon or

Song of Songs (S of S)

سفر أشعياء
Isaiah (Isa)

سفر أرميا
Jeremiah (Jer)

مراثي أرميا
Lamentations (Lam)

سفر حزقيال
Ezekiel (Ezek)

سفر دانيال
Daniel (Dan)

سفر هوشع
Hosea (Hos)

سفر يوئيل
Joel

سفر عاموس
Amos

سفر عوبديا
Obadiah (Obad)

سفر يونان
Jonah

سفر ميخا
Micah

سفر ناحوم
Nahum

سفر حبقوق
Habakkuk (Hab )

سفر صفنيا
Zephaniah (Zeph)

سفر حجى
Haggai (Hag)

سفر زكريا
Zechariah (Zech)

سفر ملاخى
( Mal ) . Malachi
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DeuterocanonThe
((الأسفار القانونية الثانية ,تابعة للعهد القديم )) حَذَفَها البروتستنت)

سفر طوبيا
Tobit

سفر يهوديت
Judith

تتمة سفر أستر
Esther

سفر الحكمة
Wisdom

سفر يسوع بن سيراخ
Jushua Son of Sirach

سفر نبوة باروخ
Baruch

تتمة سفر دنيال
Daneil

سفر المكابيين الأول
First of Maccabees

سفر المكابيين الثاني
Second of Maccabees

المزمور 151
Paslam 151
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((العهد الجديد)) New Testament

إنجيل متّى 
St Matthew (Matt)

إنجيل مرقس 
St mark

إنجيل لوقا 
St luke

إنجيل يوحنا 
St John

أعمال الرسل 
Acts

رسالة بولس الرسول إلى أهل رومية 
Romans (Rom)

رسالة بولس الرسول الأولى إلى أهل كورنثوس 
I Corinthians (I Cor)

رسالة بولس الرسول الثانية إلى أهل كورنثوس 
II Corinthians (II Cor)

رسالة بولس الرسول إلى أهل غلاطية 
Galatians (Gal)

رسالة بولس الرسول إلى أهل افسس 
Ephesians (Eph)

رسالة بولس الرسول إلى أهل فيلبى 
Philippians (Phil)

رسالة بولس الرسول إلى أهل كولوسى 
Colossians (Col)

رسالة بولس الرسول الأولى إلى أهل تسالونيكى 
I Thessalonians (I Thess)

رسالة بولس الرسول الثانية إلى أهل تسالونيكى 
II Thessalonians (II Thess)

رسالة بولس الرسول الأولى إلى تيموثاوس
I Timothy (I Tim)

رسالة بولس الرسول الثانية إلى تيموثاوس 
II Timothy (II Tim)

رسالة بولس الرسول إلى تيطس 
Titus (Tit)

رسالة بولس الرسول إلى فيلمون 
Philemon (Philem)

الرسالة إلى العبرانيين 
Hebrews (Heb)

رسالة يعقوب 
James (Jas)

رسالة بطرس الأولى 
I Peter (I Pet)

رسالة بطرس الثانية 
II Peter (II Pet)

رسالة يوحنا الأولى 
I John

رسالة يوحنا الثانية 
II John

رسالة يوحنا الثالثة 
III John

رسالة يهوذا 
Jude

سفر الرؤيا 
Revelation (Rev) or Apocalypse

سينيائية 
Sinaiticus
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Glossary of Churches and Cathedrals

Church architecture has a language all its own. This glossary will help you better understand and appreciate what you're looking at when visiting churches and reading your travel guide. Key terms in non-English languages and terms related to church staff and services are also included.

abbey
Church, monastery or convent used by a monastic community governed by an abbot or abbess. It is usually a large religious house belonging either to one of the orders of the Benedictine family or to certain orders of the Canons Regular (Augustinian Canons). See also priory.
abbot
Head of a monastery elected by the monks for life.
acolyte
Highest of the minor orders of the ministry, usually responsible for candles and assisting in preparations for mass.
altar
The holiest part of a church, used primarily for the Eucharist. In the medieval period the altar was a table or rectangular slab made of stone or marble, often set upon a raised step. After the Reformation the stone altars were replaced by wooden communion tables.
ambulatory
A covered passage behind the altar, linking it with chapels at the east end of the church.
apse
A rounded alcove behind the altar, especially found in Orthodox churches.
archbishop
A bishop who oversees all other bishops in a province. In the Episcopal Church, the archbishop is called the Presiding Bishop.
baptism
The rite of admission to membership in Christian churches that involves immersing, sprinkling or anointing with water. Regarded as a sacrament by Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant Christians. Most denominations practice infant baptism; some only baptize adult believers.
baptistery
Room in a church where the font is stored and baptisms are performed, generally near the west door. Sometimes a screen or grille separates the baptistery from the nave, and occasionally the baptistery is an entirely separate building (as in the Baptistery of S. Giovanni in Florence).
basilica
(basilique in French; basilika in German.) Term describing an architectural style, the status of a church, or both. (1) Architecturally, a basilica is an oblong, colonnaded building that was used in the Roman Empire as a town hall or law court. The style was later adapted by Christianity in its church architecture. (2) With respect to status, a basilica is a church that has been awarded special status by the Pope. In this regard, basilicas may be classified as Major or Minor Basilicas. 
bay
A vertical division, usually marked by vertical shafts or supporting columns.
beguinage
A community of lay women living a life of poverty and chastity without living under a monastic rule or taking irrevocable vows.
belfry
The upper story of a tower where bells are hung, or a purpose-built structure for the hanging of bells.
Benedictine
Order of monks or nuns living according to the Rule of St Benedict.
bishop
From Greek episkopos, "overseer." An ordained member of the church who has ultimate authority over all the churches in a diocese and has the power to ordain priests and administer confirmation.
Book of Hours
A book for the laity containing Psalms and prayers to be read at the times of the Divine Office.
Breviary
Book containing the Divine Office of the Roman Catholic Church.
buttress
A mass of masonry or brickwork projecting from or built against a wall to give additional strength. See also flying buttress.
Byzantine
Relating to the eastern Roman Empire, based in Constantinople, after the fall of Rome.
campanile
Bell tower, usually separated from the main building.
canons
Members of the chapter (governing body) of a cathedral.
canticle
Song or prayer, other than a Psalm, derived from the Bible and used in church worship.
cathedral
(cattedrale or duomo in Italian; cathédrale in French; dom in German; catedral in Spanish.) A church that serves as the headquarters of a bishop. It is so named because it contains the bishop's cathedra, seat or throne. 
celebrant
Priest or minister who presides over a service including the Eucharist. Compare with "officiant."
chancel
The eastern or front end of a church, containing the choir and altar and usually reserved for use by the clergy and choir.
chapel
A small building or room set aside for worship. Large churches or cathedrals might have many chapels dedicated to different saints. A chantry chapel is a special chapel for prayers for the dead.
chapter
The canons and Dean, who together constitute the governing body of a cathedral.
chapter house
A building attached to a cathedral where the chapter meets to govern that cathedral.
chevron
A zigzag pattern characteristic of Romanesque decoration that is often carved around pillars, arches and doorways.
choir
Also spelled quire. The eastern arm (front) of a church, where services were historically sung.
Christ Pantocrator
Christ depicted as "Ruler of the Universe," a common image on Orthodox icons.
church
(église in French; iglesia in Spanish; igreja in Portugese; chiesa in Italian; kostel in Czech; kirche in German; kirk in Scottish; kerk in Dutch.) A building used for Christian worship.
cinquefoil
Ornamental tracery in the form of a flower with five symmetrical petals.
clergy
Church leaders who have been formally ordained into the ministry. 
collegiate church
A church governed by a chapter of canons, but not a cathedral.
convent
A monastery for (female) nuns.
crossing
The point at which the transepts cross the nave of a church.
crucifer
From Latin, "cross-bearer." Acolyte who carries the cross in a church procession before the service. The crucifer is followed by the choir, the acolytes, the lay ministers, and then the clergy in order of rank (highest last).
crucifix
A cross with an image of the crucified Christ on it.
cruciform
Cross-shaped.
crypt
A vaulted chamber made to house graves and relics, generally located beneath the chancel. Many crypts were made very large to allow access to pilgrims.
curate
In Anglicanism, assistant pastor whose duties commonly include visiting the sick and shut-ins.
dean
The head of the chapter (governing body) of a cathedral.
Decorated
Second phase of Gothic in England, of the early 14th century. Characterized by sinuous decorative forms and considerable surface decoration.
deanery
House occupied by the Dean of a cathedral.
diocese
A geographical region headed by a bishop, which usually includes several congregations, also known as a see. In Orthodoxy, a diocese is called an eparchy.
Divine Office
Also called daily office. The daily cycle of prayer services performed by clergy in liturgical churches. It includes the "day hours" - lauds, prime, terce, sext, none, vespers and compline - and the "night office" (matins). 
Dominicans
Also called the Friars Preacher or the Black Friars. Order of mendicant friars founded in the early 13th century by the Spanish St Dominic. 
dorter
A monastic dormitory.
doxology
(Greek doxa, "glory"). A short hymn glorifying God.
Duomo
In Italian, a church that is or once was a cathedral. The formal word for a current cathedral is cattedrale.
effigy tomb
A tomb bearing a representation of the deceased, usually life sized, in three dimensions and of stone.
episcopal
Pertaining to the authority of a bishop.
eremetical
Pertaining to the life of a hermit.
exchequer
Monastic building where rents and other income are received and held.
Eucharist
Also called Communion or the Lord's Supper. A sacrament commemorating the Last Supper of Christ with the sharing of bread and wine. Many branches of Christianity, including Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican and Presbyterian, believe in the "Real Presence" of Christ in the bread and wine of the Eucharist. Thus the bread and wine become holy objects after consecration. 
feretory
A chapel containing the shrine for a saint's relics.
Flamboyant
The late Gothic style in France, characterized by long wavy tracery designs.
flushwork
A decorative technique for exterior walls, in which designs are picked out in white stone against a background of flint cobbles.
flying buttress
A free-standing buttress linked to a church wall by an arch or part of an arch that serves to transmit the outward thrust of the wall to the buttress.
Franciscans
Monastic order founded by Francis of Assisi in 1210 AD.
frater
A monastic dining room or refectory.
font
Also baptismal font or baptismal. A container, usually of stone, which contained holy water for baptism. Usually located near the west door, sometimes the fonts had elaborately carved wooden canopies.
Galilee
A vestibule or occasionally a chapel, originally for penitents and usually at the west end of a church.
gallery
Also called a tribune. An upper story over an aisle, opening on to the nave.
gargoyle
A grotesque carving, usually in the form of a human or animal, at the end of a spout designed to carry rainwater away from the wall of a church.
Gothic
A style of architecture that was prevalent in Western Europe from about 1200 until 1550. Common characteristics include: Pointed arches; tall, slender pillars; flying buttresses; large windows with ornate tracery. In England, Gothic is normally divided into three succeeding phases - Early English, Decorated and Perpendicular.
Greek cross plan
Church floor plan with four equal arms. See also Latin Cross Plan.
hagioscope
Also called a squint. A hole cut through a church wall or pillar in order to give a view of the altar.
High Altar
In a church with several altars, the main altar located in the chancel.
icon
A picture of a sacred or sanctified Christian person, traditionally used and venerated in the Orthodox Church. Icons commonly represent Christ Pantocrator, the Virgin as Queen of Heaven, or, less frequently, the saints. Since the 6th century, icons have been considered an aid to the devotee in making his prayers heard by the holy figure represented in the icon. The Orthodox icon grew out of the mosaic and fresco tradition of early Byzantine art.
iconostasis
From Greek for "icon-stand." In Orthodox churches (such as in Greece or Russia), the screen separating the sanctuary or altar from the church proper and adorned with various icons. The main tier the main tier must follow this iconographic form (from left to right): icon of the Patron Saint of the church, icon of the Virgin Mary, icon of Christ, and icon of St. John the Baptist.
jamb
A vertical post supporting a window frame or doorway.
Jesse Window
A stained glass window featuring a family tree showing the ancestral link between Jesse (the father of King David) and Christ.
Kaiserdom
In German, a imperial cathedral (i.e. associated with a Holy Roman Emperor).
keystone
A wedge-shaped or tapered stone placed at the top of an arch or vault. In vaulting it occurs at the intersection of the ribs of a ribbed vault.
Latin Cross Plan
Church floor plan with one arm longer than the other three.
lavatorium
A room or building in a monastery where monks washed before meals.
lectern
The speaker stand in the front of a church used for things like lay Bible readings and announcements. It is usually on the right (as viewed from the congregation).
litany
A form of prayer consisting of a series of petitions sung by a deacon, a priest or cantors, to which the people made fixed responses.
liturgy
The prescribed worship rituals of the church, including the mass and divine office.
Major Basilica
Also called a Patriarchal Basilica. One of five churches in Rome given this designation by the Pope. The Major Basilicas represent the five great patriarchal churches in early Christian history: Rome (St. John Lateran), Constantinople (St. Peter's), Jerusalem (St. Lawrence Outside the Walls), Antioch (St. Mary Major) and Alexandria (St. Paul Outside the Walls). Among the distinctions of a Major Basilica is a "holy door" through which one must pass to fulfill the conditions of a Jubilee. 
master general
The head of the Dominican order.
matins
The night office or the service recited at 2 am in the divine office.
metropolitan
A bishop with authority over a group of a province of dioceses and their bishops; also known as an archbishop.
minister general
The head of the Franciscan order.
Minor Basilica
Also called a Lesser Basilica. One of a number of churches that have been given this distinction by the Pope. This designation confers a certain precedence over other churches in the area (except the cathedral) and allows the use of certain symbols and vestments. 
misericord
From Latin misericordiae, "compassion." A swing-up seat in the choir of a major church, allowing clergy celebrating divine office to rest their weight while standing up.
missal
book containing the forms of service for the mass
narthex
The foyer or entryway of a church.
nave
The place where the congregation gathers from worship, as distinct from the place from which the service is led. It usually contains pews and one or more aisles.
niche
A shallow recess in a wall designed to contain a statue or some other ornament.
night stair
A staircase used by the monks to enter a church directly from their dormitory in order to attend late night and early morning services.
Norman
Term used for Romanesque architecture in Britain.
Perpendicular
The final phase of Gothic in England, characterized by large windows with vertical tracery and flattened arches.
pew
A long, backed bench on which congregants sit during church services. 
porch
A covered entrance to a doorway. In some great churches these are large and elaborate structures.
prior
A leading member of a monastery, second in rank to the abbot, elected by the monks to serve for life.
priory
A monastery or convent led by a prior. Originally, a priory was an offshoot from a larger abbey, to the abbot of which it continued to be subordinate. Today there is often little distinction between an abbey and a priory.
pulpit
The speaker stand in the front of a church used by clergy for sermons and Gospel readings. It is usually on the left (as viewed from the congregation).
quoin
Dressed stone at the corner of a building.
rector
In Anglicanism, the elected pastor of a financially self-supported congregation. If there are several clergy in the congregation, the rector has primary responsibility for directing worship.
refectory
A monastic dining room.
reredorter
A monastic toilet.
reredos
A decorative screen behind the altar, usually decoratively carved.
retable
A carving or painting standing immediately above and behind an altar.
ribbed vaulting
Stone or brick vaulting typically used for roofing and comprising a thin, light layer supported by a framework of arched ribs.
Romanesque
A style of architecture that flourished in Western Europe between 1050 and 1200, deriving its name from the fact that it drew much of its influence from Roman architecture. In England, it is also called the Norman style. Some of the characteristic features of this school of architecture are: Rounded arches; squat, massive pillars; small windows; and simple, carved decoration.
sacristy
The room or closet in which communion supplies and equipment are kept.
sanctuary
Literally, "the sacred place." Historically, the part of the church containing the altar and from which the service is conducted, as distinct from the nave. (In modern lecture-hall plans, the two are not architecturally distinct and therefore "sanctuary" refers to both parts together.) In medieval times, fugitives from the law were immune from arrest in the sanctuary.
******orium
A room set apart for writing in a monastery.
sedilia
A set of stone seats close to an altar for use by the officiating priests.
shrine
A building or place (from an entire church to a small plaque) dedicated to a particular type of devotion commemorating an event or person.
slype
A covered walkway from the transept or cloisters of a cathedral to the chapter house.
spandrel
The walling above and around the curve of an arch.
spire
An elongated, pointed structure that rises from a tower, turret, or roof.
squint
See hagioscope.
stalls
Divisions within the choir, where clergy sat (or stood) during services. They are often made of richly carved wood.
stoup
A container for holy water near the door.
tester
A cover or canopy suspended over a tomb or a pulpit. The tester may have a purely ornamental purpose or - where positioned over a pulpit - may be used as a sounding board to magnify and direct the preacher's voice.
thurible
Container in which incense is burned.
tracery
Carved stonework of interlaced and branching ribs, particularly the lace-like stonework in the upper part of a Gothic window.
Transept
In churches and cathedrals with a cross-shaped floor plan, the transverse, usually shorter, arm of the church. The transept is usually located between the nave and the chancel and usually lies north to south.
trifoil or trefoil
Ornamental tracery in the form of a flower with three symmetrical petals.
tympanum
An area above a door between the lintel and the arch. This area often contains a carving.
undercroft
Also called a crypt. A vaulted underground room beneath a church which may be used either as a burial place or for storage.
vestry
Room where the clergy and choir dress and the vestments are kept.
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1
Glossary of Technical Words Used In The Church


altar - table on which bread and wine are consecrated to God
altar servers - boys and girls who help during Mass
anoint - to pour oil
apostolic - relating to the first twelve disciples of Jesus (Apostles), or their teachings and practice
Articles of War - ******** signed by someone on becoming a Salvation Army soldier at an enrolment, or swearing in, ceremony also called a soldier's covenant
atonement - reconciliation between God and people
Award scheme - part of the Junior Soldier programme which includes teaching about Salvation Army History, worship and service
baptism - immersion or sprinkling to show that a person has been forgiven and joined the church
Baptistery - pool for baptism by immersion
Bible - the key collection of religious writings for Christians, including the 'Old' and 'New' Testaments
Bishop - senior clergyman in charge of a diocese
bless - to set apart, consecrate, by a religious ceremony
'Blood and Fire' - the motto of The Salvation Army; 'Blood' refers to the work of the cross and the 'Fire' refers to the work of the Holy Spirit
Booth, Catherine and William - the founders of The Salvation Army
born again - having a personal faith in Jesus Christ; a phrase used by Jesus
cadet - soldier training to be an officer in the Salvation Army
celibacy - choosing to remain single and not have sexual relationships
chalice - cup for communion wine
Children's Liturgy - group for children
christening - baptism, usually of infants
citadel - name for a Salvation Army hall
Clergy - those ordained for religious service
Clerk - keeper of the records
commanding officer - the leader in charge of a Salvation Army corps
communion - sharing of bread and wine to remember Jesus' death
community programme - work to relieve need and help in the community
confession - admitting one's sins for forgiveness
confirmation - when a baptized person confirms their Christian faith and is admitted to full participation in the Church
congregation - group of people gathered for worship
consecration - when the bread and wine are ritually offered to God in Catholic Mass
corps - group of Salvationists in one area
corps council - group of Salvationists and friends which help to organise the Salvation Army corps
covenant - agreement/contract between God and people
creed - summary of Christian belief
Deacons - church leaders with practical responsibilities
Deacons' Courts - group of Deacons giving leadership within a church (Free Church of Scotland)
dedication - ceremony in which God's blessing is asked for a child
denomination - group with its own distinctive interpretation of the Christian faith
diocese - district under the Pastoral care of a Bishop
disciple - follower; for Christians, a follower of Jesus
doctrines - set of beliefs
Elders - group of leaders of a church community
established - to give (a church) the status of a national institution
established church - to give (a church) the status of a national institution
Eucharist - thanksgiving, Holy Communion - sharing of bread and wine to remember Jesus' death
evangelical - Christians who believe in the authority of the Bible and the need of forgiveness through Jesus Christ
evangelism - spreading the Christian message
faith - secure belief in God
fast - to keep from eating food, or certain foods
Gaelic - Celtic language spoken in Scotland
General - the international leader of the Salvation Army
General Assembly - Governing body (in the Church of Scotland and the Free Church of Scotland)
genuflect - to kneel on one knee
gospel - the good news of Jesus Christ
holiness - purity, Godliness
holiness table - table at the front of a citadel where people may pray for power to be more holy
Holy Communion - sharing of bread and wine to remember Jesus' death
Holy Table - altar, communion table
Holy Water - water set apart for a religious purpose
homily - talk explaining the passage from the Bible that is set for the day
host - bread consecrated in the Eucharist
icon - representation of Christ or a saint
immersion - plunged under water
independent - run by it's own members
Junior soldiers - members of the Salvation Army between seven and fourteen years of age
Kirk Session - Minister and Elders leading the church (Presbyterian churches)
laity - people who are not clergy
lay - involving people who are not clergy
Lay Readers - involving people who are not clergy
Leadership team - group of leaders of a church community
leadings - sense of direction from God
Lectionary - set themes following the festivals and special days of the Christian year
liturgy - fixed forms of public worship used in churches
local officer - person with a certain responsibility in a Salvation Army corps
Lord High Commissioner - the Queen's appointed representative at the annual General Assembly of the Church of Scotland
Lord's Supper - another phrase for Holy Communion
Mass - ritual of chants, readings, prayers and other ceremonies used in the celebration of the Eucharist in the Catholic church
"Meetings for Sufferings" - Quaker meeting to direct the use of money
mercy seat - bench in a Salvation Army hall where people kneel to pray
Methodist circuit - group of Methodist churches linked together in a local area
ministry - (1) teaching from the Bible; (2) receiving personal prayer and counselling (3) a personal gift or ability from God
minutes - written record of what was agreed
Mission Statement - summary of aims
missionary - Christian worker sent to do religious and social work
Moderator - Presbyterian Minister, presiding over (chairman of) General Assembly, Kirk Session or Presbytery
non-conformist - church that is not Church of England (they were founded by people who would not conform to the 1662 Act of Uniformity)
offering - something given to God, often money
ordained - set apart to be a Priest, Pastor or Minister, Bishop or Deacon
paedo-baptism - baptising infants
parish - area a Vicar looks after
parish church - a church that exists to look after the spiritual needs of everyone living in a particular area
parochial - relating to a parish
passover - Jewish festival remembering the Jews' escape from slavery, written about in the Old Testament of the Bible
Pastor - leader of the church, cares for the people
Pastoral Care Council - group of local officers
pew - fixed wooden seats in older churches
preaching - a talk or presentation exploring God's hopes for all people, often explaining a passage from the Bible 
precentor - one who leads the singing
Presbytery - a council made up of ministers and Elders from churches in a particular geographical area, having oversight of all ministers, Kirk Sessions and congregations within its bounds
Presbyterianism - the form of church government in which Elders and Ministers govern through 'courts' (as opposed to government involving Bishops - 'episcopacy')
Priest - ordained Minister of Roman Catholic, Anglican or Orthodox church
promise - (Salvation Army) is made when a junior soldier is enrolled as a member
prostration - to kneel with the forehead touching the ground as a sign of repentance
protestant - Christian who is not a member of the Roman Catholic or Orthodox churches
Psalter - book of Psalms set to music
pulpit - platform for preaching
purity - clean, free (from sin and guilt)
Rector - Vicar of what was once an important parish
Reformation - movement for reform in the Christian church in the sixteenth century
remission - God's pardon or forgiveness of sins
repentance - turning back to God, redirecting one's life towards God
resurrection - rising from the dead
revival - a re-awakening of faith, a period of renewed religious interest
Rosary of the Virgin Mary - string of beads used to say Our Father's, Hail Mary's and Glory Be's, whilst meditating on the main events of Jesus' life, death and resurrection
sacrament - a ceremony that Christians believe brings God's blessing to those who share in it. Specifically, these are baptism and communion, and for Roman Catholic and Eastern churches also penance, confirmation, holy orders (being a Bishop, Priest or Deacon), marriage and the Sacrament of the Sick (for those with serious illness). 
sacrifice - giving up something of value
salvation - rescued by God from the guilt and power of sin (wrongdoing)
salvation meeting - religious service which emphasises the Bible teaching about Christ's sacrifice on the cross
Salvationist - committed member of The Salvation Army and a Salvation Army; newspaper for Salvationists
sanctity - holiness, set apart for God
save - rescue (by God) from the guilt and power of sin (wrongdoing)
sergeant major - local officer who helps to organize the Salvation Army corps
sermon - talk explaining a Bible passage
service of dedication - service giving a child's life into God's care
sidesman - person who welcomes people when they arrive, and clears up after a service
sin - disobeying the will of God; wrongdoing
sins - wrong things people do, that break the laws of God
singing company - choir of junior soldiers in the Salvation Army
sinless - free from wrongdoing
songster brigade - Salvation Army choir
speaking in tongues - a God-given language
stoup - bowl containing holy water
symbol - something that represents or stands for something else
testimony - a talk telling of a person's own Christian life
The Christian Mission - the group of Christians which became The Salvation Army
The William Booth College - centre for training Salvation Army officers
Theophany - festival celebrating baptism of Christ
timbrel - a tambourine
tongues - a God-given language
transubstantiation - the belief that the bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ, with only the appearances of bread and wine remaining
Trinity - the union of three persons in one God - Father, Son (Jesus) and Holy Spirit
uniform - worn by Salvationists as a Christian witness
usher - person who welcomes people at the door
vestments - clothes worn for official acts
Vicar - leader of an Anglican Church
witnessing - identifying as Christians
worship - giving reverent attention to God
young people's band - brass band composed of junior soldiers of the Salvation Army


